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ICAR-NINFET organized FLD cum Training Programme on Retting, and Bleaching
& Dyeing of Nettle Fibre

ICAR-National Institute of Natural Fibre Engineering and Technology (NINFET), Kolkata
organized a FLD cum training programme on “Microbial retting, and Bleaching & Dyeing
of Nettle fibre” in collaboration with Rural Enterprise Acceleration Project (REAP),
Ranikhet during 12t to 17th June 2023 at Tarikhet in Ranikhet district, Almora,
Uttarakhand. From ICAR-NINFET, Dr. A. N. Roy, Dr. Atul Singha and Dr. K. K. Samanta
coordinate the programme along with Shri Rajesh Mathpal, Project manager from REAP.
On-site FLD was organized to demonstrate the microbial retting of nettle plant, dry & green
ribbon to extract good quality fibre. Dr. Atul Singha, senior scientist describes the number
of days and microbial culture dosage required for retting of plant/ribbon. Dr. A. N. Roy,
principal scientist mentioned that nettle is one of the promising fibres for applications in
textiles. He also highlighted that ICAR-NINFET is working on nettle fibre complete value-
chain i.e., starting from fibre extraction, retting, yarn making, fabric making, colouration,
product development and biodegradability study. The institute has developed several
apparel products (shawl and male & women wears) and handicraft items (Rakhi and
jewellery). For developing such value-added products, a hands-on-training on bleaching
and dyeing of nettle fibre using different wash-durable colours was also provided to the
village women by Dr. K. K. Samanta, senior scientist. In addition, a preliminary training was
also provided on how to make braids from nettle fibre followed by its bleaching and dyeing.

Shri Rajesh Mathpal, project manager from REAP mentioned, lot of nettle fibre is
available in Almora and other districts that can be extracted for products development. A
meeting was also arranged with Sri Ansul Singh (IAS), CDO of Almorah District and
discussed the possible products to be developed from nettle fibre. He also mentioned, a
large quantity of nettle plant is available in Uttarakhand, which can be used for making
different value-added products for the benefit of farmer, local people and entrepreneur.
The future line of work with ICAR-NINFET in the area of fibre extraction, processing and
products development was also discussed. A training progamme on handicraft items may
be arranged at Tarikhet in the coming months.
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